THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
no longer a Europe worth troubling about; one must think in
continents; the United States are sufficient unto themselves; there
is nothing left of any real democracy on the European continent-
such as these are the cruder ideas worked on. The discussion
becomes more dangerous when it is extended to particular
economic interests: the subversive Nazi propaganda, put into
coarse and violent language for the masses, is subtilized and
rationalized in the approach to particular leading groups and
personalities. The effective form is found for each channel of
approach. Such activities are not to be countered by general
protective measures: they evade them, and there is only one
eflFective defence, a similarly individual and telling formulation of
positive aims and ideas, in concrete detail and not merely in
general terms.
The secret of Hitler's subversive effectiveness lies in a well-
judged combination of tempting offers with reasonable remarks
that inspire confidence, and with appeals to indisputable facts. It
is impossible to overestimate the propagandist efficacy of the
mention of a few Nazi ideas that have been carried into practice.
There is no attempt to demonstrate that the world can be stood on
its head for a change; what is demonstrated is that at many points
the Nazi order rests on vital forces of to-day, and has thrown
over the out-of-date ideas of orthodox economics and politics.
There is a constant danger that the real achievements under the
totalitarian systems may detract attention from the other work of
the dictators which reveals their true nature. Thus, the organiza-
tion for the provision of employment, or the unorthodox currency
policy, has impressed various responsible circles among the
opponents of Nazism, Social welfare arrangements and even
enterprises in foreign policy have found defenders because they
were based on vital requirements of modern life, and this justi-
fication has been dwelt on and the illegitimate use made of the
experiments overlooked.
Hitler's phrases often sound reasonable and progressive and in
line with sound popular tendencies: the phrase "new European
order*5, conveying the idea of the ranging of the European
nationalities within a common political framework, carries
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